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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF S. B. 2958, S.D. 1, RELATING TO ONLINE
PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.

TO THE HONORABLE ANGUS L. K. McKELVEY, CHAIR,
AND TO THE HONORABLE DEREK S. K. KAWAKAMI, VICE CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, Office of Consumer

Protection (“OCP“) appreciates the opportunity to appear today and testify in support of

S. B. 2958, S.D. 1, Relating to Online Protection of Individual Rights. My name is Bruce

B. Kim and I am the Executive Director of OCP.

S. B. 2958, S.D. 1 amends HRS § 481 B-22(b) to delete the word “living” from the

existing phrase “living person". It also deletes the word “living” from the phrase “living

person" in HRS §§ 481B-23(a)(9) and 431 B-24(a). The amendments expand the
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protection afforded under HRS 481B-22(b) against the registration of a domain name

that consists of the name of another person without that person's consent. Businesses

are not currently included within HRS § 481B-22(b) because its application is restricted

to “Iiving” persons. These amendments will expand coverage under § 481B-22(b) to

businesses as well as individuals.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. If any members of the committee

have any questions, I would be happy to answer them.
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TO: House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

FROM: Cheryl Park

Date: March 12,2014
House Conference Room 325, State Capitol

RE: Testimony on S.B. 2958, S.D. 1
Relating to Online Protection of Individual Rights

Thank you for the opportunity to support this bill, with further amendments, in my capacity as
a private citizen, and not on behalf ofany organization.

The current cybersquatting statute, Part ll of HRS Chapter 481B, imposes civil liability to register
"in bad faith" a domain name that consists of the name of another living person, or a name substantially
and confusingly similar thereto, without that person's consent. HRS Sec. 481B-22(b). It is the burden of
the claimant to prove the domain name registrant's bad faith, by a preponderance of the evidence. HRS
Sec. 481B-23(a). Bad faith intent shall not be found when the court determines that the registrant
"believed and had reasonable grounds to believe that the use of the domain name was a fair use or
otherwise lawful." HRS Sec. 481-23(b). Additionally, a registrant is not liable if, in good faith, the
person registers the name of another living person, or a name substantially and confusingly similar
thereto, if the name is used in, affiliated with, or related to a work of authorship protected by the
copyright laws. See HRS Sec. 481-24.

As examples ofhow domain names could be misused, what if “John Doe” actually registered or
verbally threatened to register a domain name using his ex-girlfriend's name, "Jane Smith," where he
could post pictures and fake stories written as "Jane Smith" in order to embarrass the real Jane Smith,
smear her reputation, prevent her from obtaining employment or credit, disrupt her social life and
friendships, or mislead people into corresponding with him in the belief that he was Jane Smith? What
if ”Jody Doe” used the name of "Kimo Ho,” an accident victim, to solicit funds from the public who is
misled into believing that their donations would help the accident victim, but the money will actually be
pocketed by Jody Doe? What if "Mary Doe” registered a domain name ofa legitimate non-profit
organization called "Charitable Sisters" in order to collect through Mary Doe's site donations that were
intended to be made to the Charitable Sisters’ fundraising event?

Even when it is clear that the alleged violators "John Doe," "Jody Doe,” or "Mary Doe" had no
right to register domain names using "Jane Smith," "Kimo Ho," or “Charitable Sisters," the current law
places the burden on the innocent victims to prove the bad faith intent of the alleged violators. (Note:
Under the current state law, the Charitable Sisters would have no protection or remedy because it is not
a "living" person, but S.D. 1 would change that.) To prove bad faith, the statute lists various factors that
a court may consider, but many factors are primarily within the knowledge of the registrant who is the
alleged violator--not the claimant who is the innocent victim--and thus requires the victim to prove the
violator's state of mind, future intent, or past practices. HRS Sec. 481B-2(b). Even if the victim could
prove that he/she is the rightful owner and his/her name was being used as a domain name by the
alleged violator who was not similarly named, the victim could still have difficulty proving the alleged
violator's bad faith. By a preponderance of the evidence, an innocent victim would currently have to

Park Testimony to CPC re: SB 2958, SB 1
Page 1



prove the alleged violator's bad faith, which may include the following factors listed in HRS Sec. 481B-
23(a):

(1) the alleged violator's trademark or other intellectual property rights in the domain name;
(2) the alleged violator's prior use, if any, of the domain name in connection with a bona fide

offering of any goods or services;
(3) the alleged violator's bona fide noncommercial or fair use of the mark in a site accessible

under the domain name;
(4) the alleged violator's intent to divert users from the mark owner's online location to a site

accessible under the domain name that could harm the goodwill represented by the mark, either for
commercial gain or to tarnish or disparage the mark, by creating a likelihood of confusion as to the
source, sponsorship, affiliation, or endorsement of the site;

(5) the extent to which the domain name consists of the alleged violator's legal name or a name
that is otherwise commonly used to identify the alleged violator;

(6) the alleged violator's offer to transfer, sell, or otherwise assign the domain name for
financial gain without having used or having an intent to use the domain name in the bona fide offering
of goods or services, or the alleged violator's prior conduct indicating a pattern of such conduct;

(7) the alleged violator's provision of material and misleading false contact information when
applying for the registration of the domain name, the alleged violator's intentional failure to maintain
accurate contact information, or the alleged violator's prior conduct indicating a pattern of such
conduct;

(8) the alleged violator's registration or acquisition of multiple domain names that the person
knew were identical or confusingly similar to marks of others that were distinctive at the time of
registration of the domain names, without regard to the good or services of the parties;

(9) the alleged violator's registration or acquisition of multiple domain names that the person
knew were identical or confusingly similar to the name of another living person, without the person's
consent; and

(10) the alleged violator did seek or obtain consent from the rightful owner to register, traffic in,
or use the domain name.

Because the current law states that ”a court may consider factors, including, but not limited to”
the ones described above, it may be argued that the reference to multiple ”factor§' requires the victim
to establish more than one factor to prove the alleged violator's bad faith by a preponderance of the
evidence. Moreover, while injunctive relief may be relatively easily obtained to prevent an alleged
violator from continuing its actions in improperly using a domain name, such relief would be difficult to
rm under the current statute if there is an ambiguous or undocumented threat or intent to engage in
such actions. Finally, while the innocent victim may be entitled to recover damages, attorney's fees, and
costs, such relief is illusory if the alleged violator is not located in Hawaii, cannot be located due to the
nature of internet transactions, or has no assets that can be reached. Thus, the current law makes it
difficult for the victim to prove the violation and gives the victim rights, but probably no real remedy.

The original S.B. 2958 proposed to add a provision to HRS Sec. 481-23, which would shift the
burden of proof to the alleged violator once the claimant demonstrates to a court with reasonable
certainty the potential of immediate and irreparable harm to the claimant through the misuse of a
domain name consisting solely of the legal name of the claimant or a name that is otherwise
commonly used to identify the claimant. The alleged violator would then to have to prove by a
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preponderance of the evidence that the domain name was not registered in bad faith and will not be
used in an unlawful manner, using the nonexclusive statutory list of factors.

Senate Draft 1 of this bill amended the original proposal to remove the shifting burden of
proof language. It also specifies that it is unlawful to register in bad faith of a domain name of
another "person" and has removed the reference to a "living" person, so that it is consistent with the
statutory definition in HRS Sec. 481B-21. Because the current statutory definition could include an
individual or a corporation, unincorporated association, or any other legal or commercial entity, Senate
Draft 1 broadens the state's cybersquatting statute to cover businesses or non-profit organizations,
including charitable foundations.

I support the amendment to broaden this bill's protection to cover unincorporated
associations, such as the charitable foundation that I serve on and which was the innocent victim of
cybersquatting. I continue to support the original bill's intent to make it easier for any innocent
cybersquatting victim, whose name and reputation are being hijacked, to not have to bear the burden
and expense of proving the alleged violator's bad faith. I do not object to the removal of the shifting
burden of proof language from the original bill, provided that the "bad faith" provisions are removed
from the current law, as proposed in the attached S.D. 2.

This bill is about the right to protect one's own name, and thus reputation, and to protect the
public from deception by those pretending to be the person (or entity). It seems inherently suspect
that someone ("registrant") would register the name of another person as a domain name. Given the
importance of the internet in modern life and the widespread ability of friends, family, employers,
insurers, creditors, criminals, and the general public to conduct internet searches that could affect a
person's privacy, reputation, employment, credit rating, insurability, finances, and other aspects of life,
it is important to protect a person's name from being improperly used as a domain name by an alleged
violator with no rightful claim to that name. Besides protecting the claimant whose name is being
misused, the general public would also be protected from deception by the registrant who may
attempt to mislead or scam them into believing that the claimant endorses misleading statements or is
supporting unsanctioned services or products that are featured on or linked to the disputed domain
name.

The original bill was intended to make it easier for the innocent victim to obtain legal relief
through the courts in actions that could be brought on their behalf by the OCP. According to Senate
Stand. Com. Rep. No. 2177, however, Senate Draft 1 removed some of the original bill's language based
on testimony that the shift in the burden of proof "raises serious due process concerns and potential
federal preemption issues under the federal Anticybersquatting Consumer Protection Act." According
to the testimony before the Senate Commerce & Consumer Protection Committee by the state Office of
Consumer Protection (OCP), the OCP "could not find another instance where a respondent's guilt was
presumed" as purportedly proposed by the original bill's shift in the burden of proof. The OCP also
testified that the bill raised the question of federal preemption if the proposed legislation is inconsistent
with the federal Anticybersquatting Consumer Protection Act (ACPA), 15 U.S. Code Sec. 1125(a).

Based on the federal statutes provided to me by OCP, I have attempted to address the OCP's
concerns in the attached proposed H.D. 1 to S.B. 2958, S.D. 1, which makes slight changes to the
language of the state law in order to be more consistent with the overall intent ofthe federal laws
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and to place the burden of proving bad faith on the violator, rather than the innocent victim. Initially,
it is important to note that Part ll of HRS Chapter 481B, as originally enacted, is a hodgepodge of various
federal provisions that were cobbled together to provide a state civil remedy under Hawaii's Unfair and
Deceptive Practices statute (UDP), HRS Chapter 481B, which is enforceable by the OCP. Some of the
current state statutory provisions are similar to concepts found in the federal ACPA, which amends the
federal Trademark Act of 1946 at 15 U.S. Code Sec. 1117 and allows for the recovery of damages, costs,
and attorney's fees for using an "identifier" that is the domain name trademarked by another person or
entity, or is sufficiently similar to the trademark as to be likely to cause confusion or mistake, deception,
or dilution of the trademark's distinctive quality. The federal ACPA requires no proof bad faith for such
unlawful use of another person's or entity's name.

The ACPA does contain a bad faith requirement, but it is for a different federal statute, 18 U.S.
Code Sec. 2320(a), which relates to criminal use of a counterfeit trademark and makes it a Class B
misdemeanor when a person "knowingly and fraudulently or in bad faith registers or uses an identifier"
described above. Bad faith factors are not defined in the ACPA.

Bad faith factors are listed in yet another federal statute dealing with cyberpiracy prevention
in relation to trademarks, 15 U.S. Code Sec. 1125. The relevant provisions of this federal cyberpiracy
statute impose civil liability on a person who "has a bad faith intent to profit” (emphasis added) from
another person's mark, "including a personal name which is protected as a mark" and who registers,
traffics in, or uses a domain name that is distinctive, identical, or confusingly similar to that mark. As
"bad faith" defines "intent to profit," the bad faith factors in this federal statute apply only

.1determining intent to profit" from a trademarked name, which is nitan element found in Hawaii's
law.

A fourth federal statute, 15 U.S. Code Sec. 8131, provides cyberpiracy protections for
individuals and provides civil liability in section (1)(A) for "[a]ny person who registers a domain name
that consists of the name ofanother living person, or a name substantially and confusingly similar
thereto, without that person's consent, with the specific intent to profit from such name by selling the
domain name for financial gain to that person or any third party[.]" This federal statute goes on to
provide a good faith exception from liability. Similar to HRS Sec. 481B-24(a ), the federal statute states,
"[a] person who in good faith registers a domain name consisting of the name of another living person,
or a name substantially and confusingly similar thereto, . . . if such name is used in, affiliated with, or
related to a work of authorship protected under title 17, including a work made for hire as defined in
section 101 of title 17, and if the person registering the domain name is the copyright owner or licensee
of the work, the person intends to sell the domain name in conjunction with the lawful exploitation of
the work, and such a registration is not prohibited by a contract between the registrant and the named
person. The exception . . . shall in no manner limit the protections afforded under the Trademark Act
of 1946 (15 U.S.C. 1051 et.seq.) or other provision of Federal or Silaw ." (18 U.S. Code Sec.
8131(a)(A) (emphasis added.) Significantly, this latter provision shows that the federal law was not
intended to preempt state laws.

Hawaii's current law includes and excludes various provisions from these different federal
statutes. As noted above, HRS Sec. 481B-24(a) includes the language of 15 U.S.C. Sec. 8131(1)(B) to
create a good faith exception from liability for registering a domain name protected by intellectual
property rights. But in enacting the cybersquatting statute, the Legislature in 2001 specifically excluded
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the federal requirement to prove "intent to profit" as well as provisions that may have conflicted with
trademark protections underfederal law. House Stand. Com. Rep. No. 931, regarding S.B. No. 1276, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, "A Bill for an Act Relating to Cybersquatting" (Act 281, SLH 2001), recognized that "federal law
provides inadequate protection for personal names" and that "a cybersquatter could cause harm
without intending to profit by placing a person's name on the Internet, along with information that
could tarnish or disparage the person." Yet, for unspecified reasons, Hawaii's law was enacted with a
"bad faith" requirement that the federal law uses only to describe the “intent to profit" from
trademarked names (15 U.S. Code Sec. 1125) or in relation to the criminal use of counterfeit
trademarks (18 U.S. Code Sec. 2320(a)). To be more consistent with the federal law, the "bad faith"
language should be removed altogether from Hawaii's law, which contains no "intent to profit"
requirement and does not provide for criminal liability.

If the bad faith language is removed from HRS Sec. 481B-22(3) and (Q) and Sec. 481B-23. then
state law would be more consistent with the federal law and the burden of proving bad faith intent
would no longer fall on the innocent victim. As it should be, the violation of the law would be the
registration of a domain name using the victim's name without consent. Thus, the victim would simply
have to show the alleged violator registered a domain name using the victim's name without consent.

To protect a registrant who has a legitimate reason to use the same name as the victim,
Hawaii's law should be further amended to provide a good faith exception from liability. using the
same factors currently listed in the law at HRS Sec. 481B-23(g) to assist the court in determining_
whether or not good faith exists. Thus, the registrant could avoid liability by proving good faith , such
as by proving his/her/its: trademark or other intellectual property rights to the name; prior use of the
domain name in connection with a bona fide offering ofany goods or services; or legal name that is also
the victim's name. HRS Sec. 481B-23(a)(1), (2), and (5). On the other hand, the registrant's offer to sell
the domain name for financial gain would go against a finding of good faith. HRS Sec. 481B-23(a)(6).
While the registrant may be able to prove good faith intent, this may not absolve the registrant from
all liability so the court should retain the discretion to determine the appropriate damages or other
remedies pursuant to the existing provisions of HRS section 481B-25(b).

I note that while the law governing the internet is largely regulated by federal and international
law, I believe that Hawaii should continue its efforts to do what it can to protect its citizens. This bill
would be a step in the right direction by making it possible for the innocent victim to obtain a state
judgment that may be used as evidence of an unlawful act in a subsequent federal or international
action to prevent the alleged violator from using the internet address for the domain name.

Finally, I recommend adding a severability clause to the bill in case a particular provision is
struck down by the courts, but the remainder of the bill is upheld.

Thank you for considering my testimony and considering the attached proposed amendments to
create an H.D. 1 to S.B. 2958, S.D. 1.
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main name consisting ol‘ the name of another li\ ing person. or a nanie stibstan- J1! ,§¢§_

MA
of the e\

idfice
the persons bad tattli

igienfl
ln determining

tthetheythere
islbad]

tially and conttisiiigl) similar thereto. shall not be liable tinder section -l$l B-Z1 it
the name is used in. tiffiliated \\ith. or related to a \\ork of authorship protected
tinder Title 17. United States Code. including a nork inade for hire as defined
in section lt)l of Title l7. Lhited States (‘ode and it the person registering the
domain name is the cop) right 0\\rier or licensee oi‘ the itork, the person intends
to sell the domain name in conjunction \\'ith the l;t\\ Yul exploitation oi’ the \\orl\.
and the registration is not prohibited by at eontract between the registrant and
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the named person. The exception under this stibscctiiiii shall appl) only to a cixil
action brought tinder this part and shall in no maiiner limit the protections af-
forded tinder the Trademark Act of l*)4ti ( l5 U.S.C. l(J5l et seq.) oi‘ other federal
or state laii.

th) The domain name registrar or registr) or other domain natnc author-
it) shall not be liable for damages or other renietlies tinder section -tSlB-Z5 for
the registratioii or itiaiiiteintiiee of a tlomaiii name for anntlier. regardless of
\\l1UIl1i.'t' the domain name is linall} determiiied to infringe the inark. [L Z0111.
c Isl. pt of $1]

|§-i8lB-Z5l Damages and remedies. tat .~\n) persons “hose rights tinder
section 4818-21 h.i\e been \iulated ma) bring at ei\il action agaiiist the person
responsible for the iiolatiori.

(hi ln am ci\il action brought tinder this part. if the court tinds a tiolatioii
of section 431B-II. the cotirt ma) a\tard'

(ll lnjtinctiie relief. including the forfeiture or caiicellatioii of the do-
main name or the transfer of the tloinain name to the miner of the
t't'tLttl\I

ll) Eqtiitzible relief;
(Fl ('oiiipeiisator) daniages:
t-ll Ptiiiitiiedaiiiagesl
(51 (fosts of the action: and
(til Reasonable attorne) is fees.
tel ,\ Cltlllthttlt who files stiit tinder this part. prior to the coiniiieiiceineiit

of trial. nia_\ elect to recoter. instead of Ut>l11l’1e'll€tll\il') and ptinitiie tlLl|t1Llt_lL‘.s‘. an
.'i\t:ird of SILlttllOt'§ t.l1lttttlgC5 in an amount of not less than Sl_lltItl or tlireefold
damages b) the claimant .\tIslLtlltt.'t.l. tthieliei er sum is the greater. and rc.is'onable
attoi'iie)‘s fees together with the costs of the suit. ll. Zttlll. c ZS]. pt of ell

CHAPTER 48 ‘I C
DOOR-TO-DOOR SALE

Sii Ill-\
lhlt-l Dtttsiiiiiss
-t\t(‘-Z Dii ||‘l|\[ iiatiit l'll.\tTti|

-l.\|t,-I ‘ le\I§\!>\slI»t|i\iR\t iist,
4\‘l('-3 B\lli>-i\l‘\.\\t'\i\
4.\ltl.t Pl\\!l.'§\
-t.sl('-5 l\t ii~.sisiisi.iis amt s=iii.t\i t \-,\\
-‘\‘!t'-ti (H\l|‘!I\\i| \\ll%ltl¥l_l‘li siii 4 t|\l'l\' = i tat

( rtiss Rt-fereiiees

\\.itci tieatinsiit tiiiii~. see :J>l H4‘

("use \0\k'~

Trial court correctl) applied the discretionai} l.siigti.ige of ;l.\lt -l iii titling that plaiiititf tooling
coiiiractor did not "solicit" honieoii nerto ptiich.is; ll\.\\ tool. \U .ts tit l‘|llt'_l the ti.iii~.ictiiiii tinder the
Pl'U\l\|t‘tts tit lllls chapter \\lltZFe’l\i1E1]Ct\\\l'lt.‘l' .i|'~pii~.ic|ietl ci\iiti.ieiiir .ii .i home \l]\\\\ .t|1ilt'c‘t|t1esti:tl
.i lltlt\li_' \tstt to discuss the stiitahilit) and cost of .i lk‘l\ fitttl. etiiiiacietl the ci~iitr.icii»i on tiriothet
occasion and iisited the comp.in}'s \\.ireliotis: pi-tat in the start of \\i\ll\. and ciititnicior itsited
hotne seieral l1l't1L‘sli\tllst;UsS the protect \\lll1 lioiiieoiiiier. llit ll I4\ l ll Pitt I111!

§-181C-l Definitions. In this chapter. unless the context or stibject inat-
ter otherwise requires:
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